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	Personal data can be processed in the ways required by the Church Representation Rules (CRR) without any need to obtain consent from individuals for processing their personal data for the purposes of the CRR.  
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1. Our policy is that we will only gather that personal information necessary for compliance with the legal obligations set out in Church Representation Rules (CRR) or other legal obligations for processing data, (e.g. processing Gift Aid), contract (e.g. letting out church buildings), or legitimate interest (routine church management involving rotas, lists of group members etc.).  

2. The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) gives individuals, (the data subject), rights and protection concerning their consent for organisations, (the data controller), to even limited gathering and processing of their personal data, how the data is used, how it is safely and securely stored, how it is kept accurate and up to date. 

3. Explaining the jargon:
a. Personal data is information relating to a living individual, who can be identified directly from that data or indirectly by reference to other data held.
b. Processing is anything done with/to personal data, including storing it.
c. The data subject is the person about whom personal data are processed.
d. The data controller is the person or organisation who determines the how and what of data processing.  In this parish this is the PCC.

4. Fortunately, the CRR have been designed to avoid any need to obtain consent from individuals for processing their personal data for the purposes of the CRR.  Instead, personal data can be processed in the ways required by the Rules on the basis:
a. that doing so ‘is necessary for compliance with a legal obligation’ (as the CRR have the force of law); and 
b. so far as data includes ‘special category personal data’ because it reveals a person’s religious beliefs, that the processing is carried out internally in the course of the CofE’s legitimate activities.  Personal data contained in the published version of the electoral roll is data which ‘is manifestly made public by the data subject’ when he or she applies to have his or her name included on the roll and is covered on that basis. 

5. Rule 72 of the CRR states “A person who holds personal data about one or more other persons for the purposes of these Rules – (a) must ensure that the personal data is held securely, and (b) for that purpose, must have regard to such guidance as the Archbishops’ Council may from time to time issue.”   Therefore the PCC must follow rule 72.

6. If in future the PCC agrees to gathering personal data beyond the requirements of the CRR or other legal requirements, then this policy and procedure will need to be expanded to cover the requirements of GDPR as summarised in paragraphs 2 and 3 above.

7. For information, there are several legal bases for processing data, of which consent is one.  Others include legal obligation. (e.g. processing Gift Aid or publishing the Electoral Roll), contract (e.g. letting out the church hall), or legitimate interest. (routine church management involving rotas, lists of group members etc).  For each area of processing, our church needs to be clear on the legal basis we are relying on for carrying out that processing.



GDPR – retention, privacy notice and consent (xls with 17/3/25 letter has following as Essential: Privacy Notice [GDPR], Consent Forms)


